Language Arts Standards and Benchmarks
Standard


Benchmark



Grade Level Indicator

1. Demonstrates competence in the general skills and strategies of the writing process.

1.1. (K – 2nd Grades) Uses the writing process.
1.1.1. (K) Use pre-writing strategies.
1.1.2. (1st Grade) Produce a complete sentence and thought with pre-writing and drafting strategies to create a published work.

1.1.3. (2nd Grade) Produce a complete a published piece of writing, through the use of pre-writing, drafting and revision strategies.

1.2. (K – 2nd Grades) Dictates or writes with a sequence of events that makes sense.  (e.g., includes a beginning, middle and ending)

1.2.1. (K) Dictate a sequence of events.

1.2.2. (1st Grade) Produce a writing with a beginning and ending.
1.2.3. (2nd Grade) Produce a piece of writing in sequential order.
1.3. (3rd – 8th Grades) Uses prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing strategies when developing written work.
1.3.1. (3rd Grade) Write narratives such as creative stories and friendly letters.    
1.3.2. (4th Grade) Write narratives such as creative stories, friendly letters, reports, and essays.
1.3.3. (5th Grade) Write various forms of writing such as narrative, persuasive writing, 2 page research paper, and business letters.
1.3.4. (6th-8th Grade) Develop writing skills through revision techniques using six trait writing techniques.

1.4. (3rd – 5th Grades) Writes in response to literature
1.4.1. (3rd Grade) Respond to comprehension questions after reading a story.

1.4.2. (4th Grade) Read a story and relate it to a personal experience.

1.4.3. (5th Grade) Respond to literature through traits of an effective reader.

1.5. (6th – 8th Grades) Evaluates own and others' writing
1.5.1. (6th-8th Grade) Apply self and peer editing strategies.

1.6.  (6th – 8th Grades) Uses style and structure appropriate for specific audiences and purposes.
1.6.1. (6th Grade) Write stories of fiction.
1.6.2. (7th Grade) Write poetry.
1.6.3. (8th Grade) Produce minimum of 2 page research paper
1.7. (9th – 12th Grades) Uses a variety of prewriting, drafting, revising, editing and publishing strategies when developing written work.
1.7.1. (9th-10th Grades) Demonstrate a developed writing using six trait writing criteria at the three level in all categories.

1.7.2.  (11th Grade) Demonstrate a developed writing using six trait writing criteria at the four level in all categories.

1.7.3. (12th Grade) Demonstrate a developed writing using six trait writing criteria at the five level in 3 out of the 6 categories.

2. Demonstrates competence in the stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing.

2.1. (K – 2nd Grade) Uses very general, frequently used words to convey basic ideas

2.1.1. (K) Demonstrate dictation of a complete thought.

2.1.2. (1st Grade) Demonstrates production of a quality sentence.

2.1.3. (2nd Grade) Demonstrates production of multiple quality sentences.

2.2. (3rd – 8th Grades) Uses language that clarifies and enhances ideas.

2.2.1. (3rd Grade) Create a paragraph utilizing one idea.

2.2.2. (4th Grade) Create paragraphs showing sequential order.

2.2.3. (5th Grade) Create paragraphs showing sequential order with a defined beginning and concluding paragraph.
2.2.4. (6th Grade) Use descriptive words in writing.

2.2.5. (7th Grade) Use similes and metaphors in writing.

2.2.6. (8th Grade) Produce writings using imagery.
2.3. (3rd – 8th Grades) Uses appropriate paragraph structure.
2.3.1. (3rd Grade) Compose one paragraph with a topic sentence.
2.3.2. (4th -5th Grade) Develop a paragraph in sequential order.
2.3.3. (6th Grade) Construct an organized paragraph.

2.3.4. (7th Grade) Individually construct paragraphs with topic sentences.

2.3.5. (8th Grade) Produce paragraphs with a topic and support sentences with appropriate fluency.

2.4.  (6th – 12th Grades) Uses a variety of sentence structures within writings.
2.4.1. (6th Grade) Produce writing using simple and compound sentences.

2.4.2. (7th Grade) Identify and use simple, compound, complex, and compound complex sentences.

2.4.3. (8th-12th Grades) Produce writings using a variety of sentence structures.

2.5. (9th – 12th Grades) Uses appropriate paragraph structure.
2.5.1. (9th-12th Grades) Produce paragraphs with a topic and support sentences with appropriate fluency.

2.6. (9th – 12th Grade) Uses a variety of techniques and organizational methods to provide supporting detail and cohesion in writings (e.g., analogies, antecdotes, restatements, paraphrases, examples, comparisons)

2.6.1. (9th Grade) Produce papers that require a variety of techniques and organizational skills in a cross-curricular paper.
2.6.2. (10th Grade) Produce papers that require a variety of techniques and organizational skills in a research paper that is 4-6 pages.
2.6.3. (11th Grade) Produce papers that require a variety of techniques and organizational skills in 300 and 500 word essays, 7-9 page research paper.
2.6.4. (12th Grade) Produce papers that require a variety of techniques and organizational skills in an analytical essay, technical writing, and 8-10 research paper. 
3. Uses grammatical and mechanical conventions in written compositions.
3.1. (K – 2nd Grades) Uses conventions of writing.

3.1.1. (K) Demonstrate use of capital letters at the beginning of a sentence and a period at the end of a sentence.

3.1.2. (1st Grade) Produce a complete sentence using capital letters and appropriate punctuation.

3.1.3. (2nd Grade) Appropriate use of conventions of spelling, capitalization of proper nouns and sentences, punctuation, commas in a series, apostrophes, and address punctuation.

3.2. (3rd – 12th Grades) Uses parts of speech in written compositions (nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and conjunctions)
3.2.1. (3rd Grade) Recognize subject/verb/adjective in a complete thought.

3.2.2. (4th -5th Grade) Compose subject/verb/adjective in a complete thought.
3.2.3. (6th Grade) Recognize pronouns/adverbs/conjunctions in a complete thought.

3.2.4. (7th Grade) Demonstrate correct use of a noun, verb, adjective, adverb, pronoun in their written work.
3.2.5. (8th-12th Grades) Demonstrate correct use of conjunctions.
3.3. (3rd – 5th Grades) Uses conventions of mechanics in written compositions (spelling, capitalization, and punctuation)
3.3.1. (3rd Grade) Illustrate correct use of end punctuation and capital letters.
3.3.2. (4th Grade) Illustrate correct use of end punctuation, capital letters, and commas in a list.

3.3.3. (5th Grade) Demonstrate use of end punctuation, capital letters, and commas in a list in complete sentences.

3.4. (6th – 8th Grades) Uses conventions of spelling, capitalization, and punctuation in written compositions.  

3.4.1. (6th Grade) Identify convention errors.

3.4.2. (7th-8th Grade) Demonstrate correct use of conventions in writing.

3.5.  (9th – 12th Grades) Uses complex conventions in written compositions.
3.5.1. (9th Grade) Demonstrate correct use of semicolons, colons, and commas in writing.
3.5.2. (10th-12th Grade) Demonstrate correct use of parenthesis and hyphens in writing.
4. Effectively gathers and uses information from a variety of sources.

4.1. (K – 2nd Grades) Identifies sources of information.
4.1.1. (K) Understand the purpose of a dictionary.

4.1.2. (1st Grade) Discover uses of a dictionary to find meaning.

4.1.3. (2nd Grade) Discover uses of the internet with assistance.
4.1.4. (2nd Grade) Discover uses of an encyclopedia.
4.2. (3rd – 5th Grades) Uses reference materials (encyclopedia, dictionaries, internet, etc.)

4.2.1. (3rd Grade) Use the dictionary.

4.2.2. (4th Grade) Use the dictionary and encyclopedia.

4.2.3. (5th Grade) Use the dictionary, thesaurus, encyclopedia, and internet.

4.3. (3rd – 5th Grades) Compiles information into written reports.
4.3.1. (3rd Grade) Compose a 1.5 hand written report using one source
4.3.2. (4th -5th Grade) Compose a 2 page typed report using two sources.
4.4. (6th – 8th Grades) Uses a variety of resource materials to gather information
4.5. (6th – 8th Grades) Organizes information and ideas in systematic ways.
4.6. (6th – 8th Grades) Writes research paper and creates Works Cited page for research topics.
4.7. (9th – 12th Grades) Understands the ethical and moral consequences of plagarism.
4.7.1. (9th-12th Grade) Define plagiarism and use appropriate citation.
4.8. (9th – 12th Grades) Writes research papers synthesizing information into a logical sequence.
4.8.1. (9th -10th Grade) Compose a paper with Works Cited page.
4.8.2. (11th -12th Grade) Compose a paper synthesizing information with Works Cited page.
4.9. (9th – 12th Grades) Creates Works Cited Page for research topics using a standardized style sheet such as  Modern Language Association(MLA) format.
5. Demonstrates competence in the general skills and strategies of the reading process.
5.1. (K – 2nd Grades) Understands that picture clues and print convey meaning, are organized, aid in comprehension, and assist in making predictions about content.
5.1.1. (K-2nd Grade) Recognize that picture clues and print will assist in reading comprehension.

5.2. (K – 2nd Grades) Decodes unknown words using basic elements of phonetic analysis (e.g. common letter/sound relationships) and structural analysis (e.g. syllables, basic prefixes, suffixes, and root words)

5.2.1. (K) Apply common letter/ sound relationships to decode unknown words.
5.2.2. (1st Grade) Apply segmentation of words to decode unknown words.

5.2.3. (2nd Grade) Apply syllables, basic prefixes and suffixes to decode unknown words.

5.3. (K – 2nd grades) Reads aloud familiar stories, poems, and passages with attention to rhythm, flow, and meter.
5.3.1. (K) Read a familiar Big Book with guidance.
5.3.2. (1st -2nd Grade) Read aloud familiar stories with attention to fluency.

5.4. (3rd – 5th Grades) Establishes a purpose for reading and/or author's purpose
5.4.1. (3rd Grade) Recognize author's purpose.

5.4.2. (4th Grade) Recognize and explain author's purpose.

5.4.3. (5th Grade) Read for enjoyment and information.

5.5. (3rd – 5th Grades) Determines the meaning of unkonwn words using various sources and strategies.
5.5.1. (3rd Grade) Demonstrates alphabetical order for dictionary and glossary use.

5.5.2. (4th Grade) Demonstrates use of context clues to identify unknown words.

5.5.3. (5th Grade) Demonstrate use of thesaurus.
5.6. (6th – 8th Grades) Generates interesting questions to be answered while reading.
5.7.  (6th – 8th Grades) Uses a variety of strategies to define and extend understanding of word meaning.
5.7.1. (6th Grade) Apply a variety of strategies to define words.
5.7.2. (7th -8th Grade) Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary in text.
5.8.  (6th – 8th Grades) Reflects on what has been learned after reading and formulates ideas, opinions, and personal response to texts.
5.8.1. (6th -7th Grade) Complete post reading activities.

5.8.2. (8th Grade) Respond in journals to ideas introduced in text.

5.9. (9th – 12th Grades) Determines meanings of terms through context
5.10. (9th – 12th Grades) Understands influences of a reader's response to a text and makes abstract connections between his or her own life and the story.
5.10.1.  (9th -10th Grade) Relate through inferencing skills. 
5.10.2.  (11th -12th Grade) Relate texts through different perspectives.
6. Demonstrates competence in the general skills and strategies for reading a variety of literary texts.
6.1. (K – 2nd Grades) Identifies setting, main characters, main events, and problems in stories.

6.1.1. (K-2nd Grade) Identify the setting, main characters, and main events in stories.

6.2. (K – 2nd Grades) Makes simple inferences regarding the order of events and possible outcomes.

6.2.1. (K) Predict the events in the story.

6.2.2. (1st Grade) Predict the order of events in the story.

6.2.3. (2nd Grade) Predict the order of events and possible outcomes.

6.3. (3rd – 5th Grades) Applies reading skills and strategies to a variety of literacy passages and texts.
6.3.1. (3rd Grade) Demonstrate understanding of fiction and nonfiction.
6.3.2.  (4th -5th Grade) Demonstrate understanding of fiction, nonfiction, historical fiction, and realistic fiction.
6.4. (3rd – 5th Grades) Understands the basic concept of plot, character, and setting.
6.4.1. (3rd -5th Grade) Summarize the general plot of story, identify traits of major characters, and identify setting.

6.5. (6th – 12th Grades) Recognizes complex elements of plot, character, setting, and theme.
6.5.1. (6th Grade) Identify plot, character, and setting.

6.5.2. (7th -8th Grade) Identify plot, character, setting, and theme. 
6.5.3. (9th -10th Grade) Differentiate plots, characters, settings, and themes. 
6.5.4. (11th -12th Grade) Analyze plot, character, setting, and theme.

6.6. (6th – 8th Grades) Identifies point of view in a literary text.
6.6.1. (6th Grade) Recognize points of view

6.6.2. (7th -8th Grade) Differentiate points of view.

6.7. (9th – 12th Grades) Understands historical and cultural influences on literary works.
6.7.1. (9th -12th Grade) Apply knowledge of historical and cultural influences of text to interpret text.
6.8. (9th – 12th Grades) Makes abstract connections between his or her own life and characters events, motives, and causes of conflict in text
6.8.1. (9th -12th Grade) Establish connections between text and student's own life.
7. Demonstrates competence in the general skills and strategies for reading a variety of informational texts
7.1. (K – 2nd Grades) Summarizes information found in texts (e.g. retells in own words)
7.1.1. (K-1st Grade) Retells facts and information from texts

7.1.2. (2nd Grade) Summarize information found in texts with guidance

7.2. (3rd – 5th Grades) Identifies and uses the various parts of a book

7.2.1. (3rd Grade) Explore and/or utilize the table of contents and glossary

7.2.2. (4th Grade) Explore and/or utilize the table of contents, copyright page, index, and glossary.

7.2.3. (5th Grade) Apply knowledge of the table of contents, copyright page, index and glossary

7.3. (3rd – 5th Grades) Summarizes and paraphrases informational texts
7.3.1. (3rd Grade) Summarize the information with guidance

7.3.2. (4th Grade) Summarize the information with limited guidance

7.4. (5th – 8th Grades) Summarizes and paraphrases complex informational texts
7.5.  (6th – 8th Grades) Draws conclusions and makes inferences based on informational texts
7.5.1. (6th Grade) Draws conclusions from the text presented with guidance
7.5.2. (7th Grade) Draws conclusions from text

7.5.3. (8th Grade) Interpret and draw conclusions from text
7.6. (6th – 8th Grades) Differentiates between fact and opinion in informational texts
7.6.1. (6th Grade) Identify facts and opinions from text
7.6.2. (7th -8th Grade) Distinguish between fact and opinion from text
7.7. (9th – 12th Grades) Uses discussions with peers as a way of understanding information
7.7.1. (9th -12th Grade) Contribute appropriately to class discussions about texts
7.8. (9th – 12th Grades) Evaluates the clarity and accuracy of information
8. Demonstrates competence in speaking and listening as tools for learning

8.1. (K – 2nd Grades) Makes relevant contributions in class and group discussions (eg. recounts personal experiences, reports on personal knowledge about a topoic, and initiates conversations)

8.1.1. (K) Generate ideas in group discussions

8.1.2. (1st Grade) Generate ideas in group discussions

8.1.3. (2nd Grade) Generate relevant ideas in group discussions

8.2. K – 2nd Grades) Practices good conversation and listening skills

8.2.1. (K-01st Grade) Look at the speaker, sit still, and remain quiet
8.2.2. (2nd Grade) Generate relevant ideas in group discussions

8.3.  (3rd – 5th Grades) Reads compositions to the class
8.3.1. (3rd Grade) Share original written work with the class

8.3.2. (4th Grade) Share original written work with the class

8.3.3. (5th Grade) Share original written work with the class using eye contact, proper voice, posture, and professionalism

8.4. (3rd – 5th Grades) Organizes ideas for oral presentations
8.4.1. (3rd Grade) Uses a logical sequence to give information on specific topic
8.4.2. (4th Grade) Presentation has a logical order and stays on the topic
8.4.3. (5th Grade) Organizes information for demonstration speeches
8.5. (6th – 8th Grades) Listens in order to understand a speakers topic, purpose and perspective
8.5.1. (6th Grade) Listen to a speaker with good listening skills
8.5.2. (7th Grade) Asks appropriate questions and follows oral directions

8.5.3. (8th Grade) Asks appropriate questions, follows oral directions, and take notes over oral presentation information.

8.6. (6th – 8th Grades) Conveys a clear main point when speaking to others and stays on the topic being discussed
8.6.1. (6th Grade) Conveys a point to others when speaking

8.6.2. (7th Grade) Conveys a point to others when speaking and stays on topic during discussions

8.6.3. (8th Grade) Articulate opinions on main class discussion topics

8.7. (6th – 8th Grades) Presents simple prepared oral reports to the class
8.7.1. (6th Grade) Present an oral report to class with clear introduction.
8.7.2. (7th -8th Grade) Present an oral report to class with clear introduction, body, and conclusion.
8.8. (9th – 12th Grades) Students will self and peer evaluate oral presentations.
8.8.1. (9th -12th Grade) Complete and share evaluation according to guidelines
8.9. (9th – 12th Grades) Adjusts message, wording, and delivery to particular audiences and for particular purposes.
8.9.1. (9th -12th Grade) Examine and adjust when addressing different audiences and purposes.
